• Prevalence of moderate and severe CKD was lower in China compared to the US but the actual number of patients with GFR < 60 ml/min/1.73 m 2 was much greater.
• Burden of CKD in China was lower in men than in women, and in younger than in older individuals. • Prevalence of CKD was significantly higher in south compared to north China.
Conclusions
• Our study indicates that CKD is a substantial health burden in Chinese adult population.
• Actual prevalence of CKD in China is probably higher than that we reported because CKD patients with proteinuria and normal or mildly decreased GFR were not included in our CKD prevalence estimates.
• These results underscore the need to establish a national program for the detection, prevention, and treatment of CKD aimed at reducing morbidity and mortality from ESRD, cardiovascular disease and premature death in China.
An update on CKD Relevance in China
• National CKD detection and surveillance initiatives in China 
